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National trends make themselves at home in Northern Colorado

The live-work-play and infill or “walkable urbanity” trends storming the nation are becoming more prominent in Northern Colorado.  The ideal that residential properties are desirable where work, retail and play are within walking distance is slowly replacing the “drive ‘til you qualify” mentality.  Some new developments are taking root on the outskirts of town, providing a new downtown, community-like atmosphere from scratch.  But more commonly – especially in Fort Collins – infill developments and renovations adding lofts over commercial space are sprouting up primarily in downtowns where jobs, services, retail and recreation are just down the block – if not downstairs. For details see the Insider Extra at www.TheGroupInc.com. 

Real estate by the numbers

· $60 million – The amount Danish company Vestas Wind Systems will invest as it builds a 200,000 square-foot factory in Windsor – its first factory in North America.  The wind-turbine blade factory will produce 1,200 blades annually and employ about 400 people.  Construction of the facility is set to start this spring and production of blades should begin in early 2008.
· 850,000 – The number of visitors to The Ranch in 2006.  The total visitors since the Larimer County Fairgrounds and Events Center opened in September 2003 should reach 3 million this summer.
· 2nd – Where Kendra Todd, winner of “The Apprentice 3” and broker of The Kendra Todd Group, ranked Fort Collins among her choices of places to retire.  She noted its reasonable housing prices, strong economy, moderate taxes and its close proximity to “outdoor splendor.”
· $11.6 million – How much the construction of 100 single-family homes – the size of a typical new neighborhood in Northern Colorado – generates in new income to local businesses and workers in the first year, followed by $2.8 million each year thereafter, according to Realty Times.
· 50,000 – The additional number of home buyers who can enter the market for every percentage-point reduction in the home sales prices on a national average basis, according to National Association of Realtor estates.
· 3.3% - The average annual U.S. economic growth after inflation the last 4 years, according to Jeff Thredgold with the Tea Leaf Weekly Economic Update.
· 1.525 million – The number of housing starts in February nationwide, compared with 1.399 million in January, according to the Commerce Department. 
Ask your Realtor for an accurate foreclosure list

If your are interested in purchasing a home that has been foreclosed on or want to know how many homes in a particular community are in foreclosure, call me.  While just how many houses in the state and region are in foreclosure and how we compare nationally is unclear, I can provide you with an updated, accurate list of what’s available locally.

Rocky Mountain State lead nation in growth
A strong demand for energy and agriculture has helped lower unemployment and increase growth in the Rocky Mountain States, resulting in above-average economics growth in the region, according to USA Today.  Economists attribute the growth to drivers such as health care, energy, tourism, alternative energy, an educated work force, healthy immigration, mining and the tech sector.  An economist from Moody.com predicts a ‘fast expansion” for the Rocky Mountain States.

Make an Informed Decision Before You Buy or Sell Your Next Home with Georgena's Free Reports

· Home Buyers: How to Avoid Paying Too Much

· A Critical Guide to Home Loans: Your Options and How They Affect Your Future

· 29 Essential Tips that get Homes Sold Fast (and for Top Dollar)
· Squeezing Every Last Dollar from Your Home Sale
Send me an Email or give me a call and you will receive requested information in the mail in the next few days.
